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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Christopher Cathrine, Director of Caledonian Conservation Ltd 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Broadly.  However there needs to be a greater focus on renewable energy, and detail is 
needed on how biodiversity will be protected and enhanced.  The suggestion made by UK 
Government that protection for species of conservation concern may be reduced is deeply 
concerning, and removing the need for planning permission for some priority development 
areas could have a significant negative impact on biodiversity.   

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

A key barrier to delivering a green recovery is that current wildlife legislation is old, and the 
lists of species and how they are protected is no longer appropriate.  For example, most 
reptiles are protected from intentional or reckless harm, but the rarest species known to occur 
in Scotland – the grass snake – is not included.  Instead of protecting individual reptiles, 
protection of habitat and hibernation sites would better aid in their conservation.  Some 
species of bird, such as the kestrel, and mammal, like the hedgehog, have suffered serious 
declines but do not receive protection commensurate with species of similar conservation 
concern.  Invertebrates, which account for 98% of all known terrestrial species (animals and 
plants combined) in Scotland are extremely under-represented, with most receiving no 
meaningful protection, including those endemic to Scotland.  Invertebrates are the foundation 
of most ecosystem services which people rely on, such as clean water, soil creation and 
maintenance, and pollination of crops and wild plants. 

The presumption in favour of development on brownfield sites is also a significant barrier to 
a green recovery.  Brownfield sites often support a great diversity of plant and animal species 
of conservation importance – amenity grassland, for example, is of far less value to 
biodiversity.  Brownfield habitat is recognised as a priority habitat in the Scottish Biodiversity 
List, and planning policies need to be able to protect those sites which qualify as Open Mosaic 
Habitat on Previously Developed Land which is of similar biodiversity value to ancient semi-
natural woodland. 

The policy environment is not favourable to onshore wind or large scale solar.  Onshore wind 
is the cheapest electricity source, as well as being renewable. 

Monitoring of protected sites and species has stalled, and so we do not know the condition 
of our biodiversity. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

A comprehensive review of wildlife protection laws and a refresh of protected species lists, 
including the ways in which they are afforded protection. 

Presumption against development on brownfield sites qualifying as the Scottish Biodiversity 
List priority habitat Open Mosaic Habitat on Previously Developed Land. 
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Favourable policies promoting new onshore wind and large scale solar developments. 

Presumption against commercial forestry on peat (this releases carbon). 

Ban on peat extraction (this releases carbon, and destroys irreplaceable priority habitat which 
supports a great diversity of species of conservation concern). 

Planning policies should include a requirement for biodiversity net gain, in line with England 
and Wales. In addition, it is essential the biodiversity is incorporated in to developments as 
segregating is not practical or sustainable – this would not only benefit conservation of wildlife 
but also people’s mental health. 

Scotland’s protected sites (e.g. Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Special Protection Areas, 
Special Areas of Conservation, etc) and species need to be adequately monitored. 

Consideration should be given to adding designated features to Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest, and adding new sites to the network where species or habitats are not presently 
adequately represented if at all. 

Incentives for switching private and commercial vehicles to electric models.  Improved electric 
car infrastructure. 

Improved and extended paths and cycle networks. 

Incentives to improve energy efficiency of houses and commercial buildings. 

Improved and extended rail network. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

It is essential the peatland restoration is well funded and prioritised.  Funding should also be 
provided for native woodland expansion projects. 

Funding could also be used to support new onshore wind and large scale solar projects. 

Funding is needed to ensure adequate monitoring of protected sites and species. 

Subsidies for purchase of electric vehicles (private and commercial). Funding for improved 
electric car infrastructure. 

Funding for improved and extended paths and cycle networks. 

Funding for homeowners to improve energy efficiency and install renewable energy such as 
heat pumps and solar.  Similar funding should be available for commercial properties. 

Funding to improve and extend the rail network (e.g. reopen old lines). 

General response 

Scotland has fantastic wildlife and landscapes.  It is essential that these are protected 
appropriately in order for a recovery to be green.  Support is needed to transition to a green 
future powered by renewable energy, with electric vehicles, and energy efficient homes. 


